AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 25, 2005

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 66

Introduced by Assembly MemberPaviey Members Pavley and
Daucher

December 21, 2004

&nd—mak—mg—aﬂ—&pprqeﬂaﬁeﬂ—ﬂ&efefer—An act to add Sectzon 4800] to

the Education Code, relating to kindergarten.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST
AB 66, as amended, Pavley. Kindergarten.
) Exist
Existing law generally requires that a child be admitted to a
kindergarten at the beginning of a school year, or at any time later in
the same year, if the child will have his or her 5th birthday on or

before December 2 of that school year —E—)ﬂsfmg—l&w—reqwres—t-h&t—a

A year: Existing law
also estabhshes the Kmdergarten Readlness Pilot Program, to be
implemented commencing in the 200607 school year, and requires a
participating school district to offer admission to kindergarten at the
beginning of the school year, or at a later time in the same school year,
only to children who will have their 5th birthday on or before
September 1 of that school year and to make a corresponding change
to the age at which a child is required to be admitted to the 1st grade,
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AB 66 —2—

as specified. These pilot program provisions become inoperative on
July 1, 2013, and are repealed as of January 1, 2014.

Thls b111 would—u&ﬁi%t&y—l—%@l—@—&trt—heﬁze—speerﬁed—sehee}

authorize a school dlstrlct to operate a 2-year kindergarten program,
or a 3-year combined kindergarten and grade 1 program by
authorizing a school district to admit, with the approval of the parent
or guardian, as specified, a child who has not had his or her 5th

bzrthday by December ~The-bitbwotld-authorize-the-age-change-to-be
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bit.
Vote: majority. Appropriation: -yes-no. Fiscal committee: -yes
no. State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 48001 is added to the Education Code,
to read:

48001. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
school district may operate a two-year kindergarten program, or
a three-year combined kindergarten and grade 1 program, at one
or more schools pursuant to this section.

98



AB 66 —4—

O 001N N B~ W —

(b) A program shall be implemented so that a child shall be
admitted to a program at the beginning of the school year, or at
any later time in the same school year, if his or her fifth birthday
will occur on or before December 2 of that school year. A child
who has had his or her fifth birthday by December 2 may be
admitted with the approval of the parent or guardian, subject to
the condition that the parent or guardian is given information
regarding the advantages and disadvantages and any other
explanatory information about the effect of this early admission
program.

(c) A program shall do all of the following:

(1) Make a placement recommendation for a child based on
age, readiness, and other relevant factors.

(2) Administer an age-appropriate curriculum developed by
the school district. In developing the curriculum, the school
district shall consider the developmental, cognitive, and social
skills of a child.

(3) Provide instructors that hold a preliminary or professional
clear credential.

(d) Once a child is admitted to a program, a school district
shall not remove that child from the program without the
approval of the parent or guardian.

(e) Upon the completion of the kindergarten portion of a
program, or as provided pursuant to Section 48010, a child shall
be admitted to grade 1.

(f) The school district may evaluate a program to determine its
impact on special education placements, literacy at grade level,
and other indicia of improvement. The evaluation shall include
entrance and exit examinations of children.

All matter omitted in this version of the bill
appears in the bill as introduced in
Assembly, December 21, 2004 (JR11)
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